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40 Days of Prayer for 
Spiritual Renewal 
 

Introduction 
 
The Renew Montana Network is a collective of pastors and church leaders from every 
region of Montana who are passionately pursuing a culture of spiritual renewal together. 
We have forged this collaborative network because we long to see a movement of 
renewed churches who effectively advance the kingdom with joy. We believe the epicenter 
for the revitalization of Montana churches is a spiritually renewing culture, so our desire 

is for you and your church to experience the power and presence of the risen Christ. We 
believe God can transform any church that fully submits to Him. Renewal begins with you! 
 
The Renew Montana Network is built on three strategic values, and they form the 
framework of the 40-day prayer guide. 

 
Pursuing Christ * Pursuing His Community * Pursuing His Commission 

 
We pursue Christ as worshippers who bask in the joy of the Lord. We pursue His 
Community as the family of God who encourage, edify, and equip one another for His 
glory. We pursue His Commission as missionaries commissioned by God to reflect His 

goodness and grace. As we pursue each of these identities in Christ, we will mature as 
believers and emulate the essential elements of a spiritually healthy church.  
 
Spiritual Renewal is the gracious work of the Holy Spirit in the heart and mind of the 
believer, but it is not received passively. It is an intentional pursuit! Therefore, the 
practice of spiritually renewing disciplines is crucial to quicken a deeper affection for 
Christ, spur a love and loyalty for His people, and propel us to kingdom-living as gospel 
witnesses. Over the next 40 days, the aspiration of the Renew Montana Network is for 
the Lord Most High to kindle a fresh fire of spiritual renewal in your soul. May God 
refresh your spirit to live with purpose, passion, purity, and the right priorities. We pray 
this outpouring of the Holy Spirit will permeate your church and overflow into your 

community. 
 
We encourage you to gather weekly in small groups to share what God is revealing to you 
for mutual benefit and pray together. A small group guide is in the appendix as a model 
for integrating this 40 Days of Spiritual Renewal in your discipleship process. We also 
strongly recommend integration of this spiritual renewing process into your weekly 
worship gathering. Allow time for a testimony. Incorporate highlighted Scripture among 
the songs. Provide prayer prompts for quiet moments of prayer. Offer a pastor-led prayer 
as a model of worship-based prayer. This 40 Days of Prayer for Spiritual Renewal is the 
first step of our Renew Montana Process. We want to see every church renewed and 
continually experiencing renewal.  
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Day 1: An Overview of Pursuing a Culture of Spiritual Renewal  
 
This 40 Day Prayer Guide is designed for you have a daily encounter with God through 
meditating on Scripture. As you read each passage, allow a few moments for the Word 
of God to saturate your heart and ponder deeply what God is revealing. Each day, 
questions are offered to stimulate reflection.  As you listen to God’s voice, respond to the 
prompting of the Holy Spirit through worship-based prayer. The benefits of believing what 
is true, thinking what is right, and living intimately with God are immense! Meditate on it! 
 

The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, 
making wise the simple; the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the 
commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the Lord is 
clean, enduring forever; the rules of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than 
honey and drippings of the honeycomb. Moreover, by them is your servant warned; 
in keeping them there is great reward. (Psalm 19:7-11 ESV) 

 
Over the next 40 days, we pray the Lord will transform your heart posture and heal 
emotional wounds. May you release anxiety and abound in hope and peace. May you 
replace insecurity with the confident assurance of God’s presence and steadfast love. 
May the Lord redeem your grief and lead you to grace and turn your sorrow to joy. May 
the Holy Spirit change your heart to reflect humility, submission, generosity, and 
thanksgiving. For our heart posture to change, we must remember, repent, rejoice, and 
repeat! Consider these passages. What do you see? 

 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you 
with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you with good so that your youth is 
renewed like the eagle's. (Psalm 103:1-5 ESV) 

 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than 
snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your 
salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. (Psalm 51:7-12 ESV) 

 
Over the next 40 days, we pray the Lord will restore a biblical mindset in you. May you 
live with an eternal perspective as a citizen of heaven. May you be consumed with the 
glory of God and reclaim a sense of awe and wonder for the holiness of God. May you 
recognize the spiritual battle that wages war against you, and may you live with faith that 
God is working through trials and hardship to produce endurance in you. Again, for our 
mindset to change, we must remember, repent, rejoice, and repeat! 
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Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is 
anything worthy of praise, think about these things. (Philippians 4:4-8 ESV) 
 
As you meditate on the selected passages, contemplate the words and phrases that 
capture your attention.  
 
What is God revealing to you? 

 
What must God do in you for you to experience renewal? 
 
What steps of obedience are necessary for you to experience renewal? 
 
How must your heart-posture be reshaped? 
 
How must your mindset be adjusted? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 2 – Pursuing Christ requires preparing your mind for action. 
 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about preparing your mind for action. 
 
1 Peter 1:13-21 (ESV) 
Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully 
on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient 
children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as he who 
called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, “You shall be 
holy, for I am holy.” And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to 
each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, knowing 
that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with 
perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that 
of a lamb without blemish or spot. He was foreknown before the foundation of the world 
but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you who through him are 
believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and 
hope are in God. 
 
What is God revealing to you? 
 
Why is preparing your mind for action necessary to pursue Christ? 
 
Why is holiness essential for you to experience renewal? 

 
How must your heart-posture be reshaped? 
 
How must your mindset be adjusted? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 

 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quinch the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 3 – Pursuing Christ requires daily dying to self. 
 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about dying daily to self. 
 
Luke 9:23-26 (ESV)  
And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 
cross daily and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for my sake will save it. For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world 
and loses or forfeits himself? For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will 
the Son of Man be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and 
of the holy angels.  
 
What is God revealing to you in this passage? 
 
Why is daily dying to self so essential to pursue Christ? 
 
How must your heart-posture be reshaped? 
 
How must your mindset be adjusted? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 

Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 4 – Pursuing Christ requires hearing and following His voice. 
 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about hearing and following Christ. 
 
John 10:1-15 (ESV) 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in 
another way, that man is a thief and a robber. But he who enters by the door is the 
shepherd of the sheep. To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he 
calls his own sheep by name and he leads them out. When he has brought out all his 
own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. A stranger 
they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of a 
stranger.” This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what 
he was saying to them. So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the 
door of the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did 
not listen to them. I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in 
and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that 
they may have life and have it abundantly. I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, 
who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and 
the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He flees because he is a hired hand 
and cares nothing for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own 
know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for 
the sheep. 
 
What is God revealing to you about the Good Shepherd? 
 
Why is hearing and following the voice of Jesus essential for spiritual renewal? 
 
What outside voice, heart-posture, or mindset is keeping you from pursuing Christ? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 

Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 5 – Pursuing Christ requires being transformed by Christ. 
 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about transformation through submission to Christ. 
 
Romans 12:1-2 (ESV) 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 
you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 
What is God revealing to you about submitting to Christ and being transformed by Him? 

 
Why is this important in pursuing a culture of spiritual renewal? 
 
How must your heart-posture be reshaped? 
 
How must your mindset be adjusted? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer.  
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 

Lord, I pray for my church to… 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 6 – Pursuing Christ requires walking in the way  
     of the righteous. 

 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about walking in the way of the righteous. 
 
Psalm 1:1-6 (ESV) 
Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of 
sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on 
his law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water that 
yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers. 
The wicked are not so but are like chaff that the wind drives away. Therefore the wicked 
will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; for the 
LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.  
 
How does this text contrast the way of the wicked and the righteous? 
 
Why is delighting in God’s Word essential for spiritual renewal? 
 
What impact does walking, standing, and sitting in/with the sinful ways of the world have 
on your heart-posture and mindset? 
 
What fruit do you desire from pursuing Christ? 

 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer.  
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 7 – Pursuing Christ requires valuing Him above all else. 
 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about the surpassing worth of knowing Christ. 
 
Philippians 3:7-14 (ESV) 
But whatever gain I had; I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count 
everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For 
his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I 
may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God 
that depends on faith— that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may 
share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible I 
may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this or am 
already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me 
his own. Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I 
do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on 
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
What is God revealing to you about the surpassing worth of knowing Christ? 
 
What must God do in you to experience renewal? 
 
What steps of obedience are necessary for you to experience renewal in this way? 

 
How must your heart-posture be reshaped to become like Christ? 
 
How must your mindset be adjusted to have this eternal perspective? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 

 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 8 – Pursuing Christ requires a hunger and thirst for Him. 
 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about being satisfied by God alone. 
 
Psalm 63:1-8 (ESV) 
O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for 
you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. So I have looked upon you in the 
sanctuary, beholding your power and glory. Because your steadfast love is better than 
life, my lips will praise you. So I will bless you as long as I live; in your name I will lift up my 
hands. My soul will be satisfied as with fat and rich food, and my mouth will praise you 
with joyful lips, when I remember you upon my bed, and meditate on you in the watches 
of the night; for you have been my help, and in the shadow of your wings I will sing for joy. 
My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me.  
 
What is God revealing to you in this Psalm about the Lord? 
 
What must God do in you to experience renewal in this way? 
 
What convicts you or challenges about being satisfied by God alone? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 

Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 9 – Pursuing Christ requires divine power for  
     life and godliness. 

 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about the power Christ gives us for life and godliness. 
 
2 Peter 1:3-11 (ESV)  
His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has 
granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may 
become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the 
world because of sinful desire. For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your 
faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-
control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with 
brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.  For if these qualities are yours and 
are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, 
having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. Therefore, brothers, be all 
the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these qualities 
you will never fall. For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the 
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
 

What is God revealing to you about His divine power? 
 
Why is “making every effort” important in your pursuit of Christ? 
  
Which of the qualities from this passage do you believe you are lacking in your life? 
 
What steps of obedience are required to be fruitful? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 10 – Pursuing Christ requires setting your mind  
on things above. 

 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about setting your minds on things above.  
 
Colossians 3:1-10 (ESV) 
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on 
things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Put 
to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, 
and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming. In 
these you too once walked, when you were living in them. But now you must put them all 
away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one 
another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices and have put on the 
new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 
 
What is God revealing to you? 
 
Why is setting your minds on things above important in your pursuit of Christ? 
  
What heart posture, behavior, or mindset must be “put away” or “put on” for you to be 

conformed to Christ and renewed in knowledge after the image of your creator? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



14 

 

Day 11 – Pursuing Christ requires knowing and living in  
the love of Christ. 

 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about experiencing the love of God. 
 
Ephesians 3:14-21 (ESV) 
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and 
on earth is named, that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be 
strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell 
in your hearts through faith – that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have 
strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and 
depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled 
with all the fullness of God. Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all 
that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
What is God revealing to you specifically about Christ’s love? 
 
Why is being rooted and grounded in love essential in pursuing a culture of spiritual 
renewal? 
 
How can your church pursue a culture of spiritual renewal together based on these 

promises? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 12 – Pursuing Christ requires waiting patiently for Him. 
 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about waiting patiently on God and rejoicing in him.  
 
Psalm 40:1-8 (ESV) 
I waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined to me and heard my cry. He drew me up 
from the pit of destruction, out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making my 
steps secure. He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. Many 
will see and fear, and put their trust in the Lord. Blessed is the man who makes 
the Lord his trust, who does not turn to the proud, to those who go astray after a lie! 
You have multiplied, O Lord my God, your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us; 
none can compare with you! I will proclaim and tell of them, yet they are more than can 
be told. In sacrifice and offering you have not delighted, but you have given me an 
open ear. Burnt offering and sin offering you have not required. Then I said, “Behold, I 
have come; in the scroll of the book it is written of me: I delight to do your will, O my God; 
your law is within my heart.” 
 
What is God revealing specifically to you? 
 
Why is waiting and trusting essential for spiritual renewal? 
 
How do personal and corporate worship cultivate a culture of spiritual renewal? 
 

Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 13 – Pursuing Christ requires worshipping Him as King. 
 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about worshipping Christ as King. 
 
Psalm 100:1-5 (ESV) 
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the Lord with gladness!  Come into 
his presence with singing! Know that the Lord, he is God!  It is he who made us, and we 
are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with 
thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless his name! For 
the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all 
generations. 
 
What is God revealing specifically to you? 
 
What is God revealing to you about your heart posture toward worship?  
 
How is submission to God as Creator and Ruler essential for pursuing a culture of 
spiritual renewal? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 

Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 14 – Pursuing Christ’s Community 
 
Over the last 13 days, you have experienced what it means 
to be in Christ. The emphasis has been on treasuring Christ 
and pursuing your relationship with Him. Over the next 13 
days, the focus will shift to living as the body of Christ and 
being united in spirit and purpose. As you pursue Christ’s Community, the aspiration of 
the Renew Montana Network is that your time of Bible mediation and prayer will spur you 
to have a greater love and care for God’s people. The Church is an incredible gift for 
encouragement and edification, and our spiritual renewal is amplified as we share our 
spiritual gifts with the family of God. We pray your fellowship with believers will be sweet 
and Spirit-filled. 

 
Often, churches are dysfunctional. They have poor communication and are plagued by 
personality conflicts. There is a rally cry for the gospel, but there is no power because 
the Holy Spirit is quenched. There is a facade of church health based on duty-driven 
people, but the issues of the heart are ignored. In contrast, a spiritually renewed culture 
breeds health and vitality. The culture of the church is founded on a set of core values 
that are Scripture driven and Holy Spirit empowered. They are modeled relationally, 
protected, and demonstrated by heart-postures and mindsets that honor the Lord.  
 
And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the 
people. So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those 
afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, those having 
seizures, and paralytics, and he healed them. (Matthew 4:23-24 ESV) 
 
Jesus built a culture that welcomed sinners and yet was consistent with His message to 
repent and believe. His life demonstrated truth and compassion. It is the responsibility of 
every believer to cultivate a healthy church culture. The core values of hope, faith, 
generosity, and grace are reflected in how a church makes disciples, builds leaders, 
shepherds the flock, and lovingly serves its neighbors. One can articulate a great vision to 
accomplish a meaningful goal, but without a healthy ministry culture to build upon, the 
church will be anemic.  
 

Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one 
has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so 
you also must forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds everything together 
in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, 
teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or 
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. (Colossians 3:12-17 ESV)  
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Jesus prioritized people and taught the urgency of restoring relationships. When sinful 
attitudes and behaviors go unaddressed, they can destroy the unity of the church. A 
healthy church culture will lovingly and humbly confront dysfunction and disunity. Believers 
are to pursue purity and extend forgiveness, with reconciliation as the goal of every 
conflict. Our lives are to reflect the teaching of Christ. 
 
“So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has 
something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled 
to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.” (Matthew 5:23-24 ESV) 
 
“Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is 
in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your 
eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your 
own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.” 
(Matthew 7:3-5 ESV) 
 
“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If 
he listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two 
others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or 
three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to 
listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. (Matthew 
18:15-17 ESV) 
 
As you meditate on the selected passages, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about pursuing a culture of spiritual renewal in your church. 
 
What is God revealing to you?  
 
What steps of obedience are required to be a healthy disciple?   
 
What core values will enable your church to have a spiritually renewing culture? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 

Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 15 – Pursuing Christ’s Community requires loyal love  
and devotion. 

 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about life-giving practices. 
 
Acts 2:42-47 (ESV) 
And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs 
were being done through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all 
things in common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and 
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the 
temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad 
and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the 
Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. 
 
What is God revealing to you? 
 
What is the heart-posture of a church united in spirit and purpose?  
 
What mindset must be adjusted to live in biblical community? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 

 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



20 

 

Day 16 – Pursuing Christ’s Community requires Christlike humility. 
 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about Christlike humility. 
 
Philippians 2:1-11 (ESV) 
So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the 
Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you 
look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind 
among yourselves which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the 
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.  
  
What is God revealing to you specifically about pursuing Christlike humility? 
 
Why is this important in pursuing a culture of spiritual renewal? 
 

What mindset or heart-posture must change for your church to pursue a culture of 
spiritual renewal? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 
 

Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 17 – Pursuing Christ’s Community requires being  
one in Christ. 

 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about unity with Christ. 
 
John 17:17-23 (ESV) 
Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so I have 
sent them into the world. And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be 
sanctified in truth. “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me 
through their word, that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, 
that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The 
glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are 
one, I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may 
know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.  
 
What is God revealing to you?  
 
Why is this important in your pursuit of His Community? 
  
How does unity cultivate and demonstrate spiritual renewal? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 

 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 18 – Pursuing Christ’s Community requires walking worthy. 
 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about walking in a manner worthy of your calling. 
 
Ephesians 4:1-6 (ESV) 
I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to 
which you have been called,  with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with 
one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There 
is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your 
call— one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all.  
 
What is God revealing to you?  
 
Why is “oneness” crucial in your pursuit of Christ’s Community? 
  
How does walking worthy cultivate and demonstrate spiritual renewal? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 

Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 19 – Pursuing Christ’s Community requires growing  
together in Christ. 

 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about how growing in Christ relates to your pursuit of His community.  
 
1 Peter 2:1-5 (ESV) 
So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. Like newborn 
infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation – if 
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. As you come to him, a living stone rejected 
by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones are 
being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in 
Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be 
put to shame.” 
 
What is God revealing to you specifically about growing in Christ together? 
 
Why is this important in pursuing a culture of spiritual renewal? 
 
How does this help your church pursue a culture of spiritual renewal? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 

 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 20 – Pursuing Christ’s Community requires sharing  
your spiritual gifts. 

 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about sharing your spiritual gifts. 
 
Romans 12: 3-8 (ESV) 
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and 
the members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually members one of another. Having gifts that differ according to the 
grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in 
our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his 
exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one 
who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.  
 
What is God revealing to you?   
 
Why is this important in your pursuit of His Community? 
  
In what ways are you sharing your gifting to cultivate spiritual renewal?  
 

Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 21 – Pursuing Christ’s Community requires doing the  
work of ministry.  

 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about the ministry Christ has for you in His community. 
  
Ephesians 4:7-16 (ESV) 
But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 
Therefore it says, “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave 
gifts to men.” (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also 
descended into the lower regions, the earth? He who descended is the one who also 
ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.” And he gave the 
apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints 
for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity 
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure 
of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to 
and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by 
craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in 
every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and 
held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, 
makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 
 
What is God revealing to you specifically about ministry within the body of Christ? 

 
Why is this important in pursuing a culture of spiritual renewal? 
 
How does your service build up the body of Christ?  
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 22 – Pursuing Christ’s Community requires challenging  
one another. 

 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about sharpening others and being sharpened. 
 
Proverbs 27:17 (ESV) 
Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.  
 
What is God revealing to you? 
 
How are you specifically being challenged and challenging others to live godly? 
 
Why is this important in your pursuit of Christ’s Community? 
 
What heart-posture or mindset limits you from experiencing community in this way? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 

Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 23– Pursuing Christ’s Community requires affection.  
 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about ministering to others with affection. 
 
1 Thessalonians 2:7-12 
But we were gentle among you, like a nursing mother taking care of her own children. 
So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not only the 
gospel of God but also our own selves, because you had become very dear to us. For you 
remember, brothers, our labor and toil; we worked night and day that we might not be a 
burden to any of you, while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. You are witnesses, 
and God also, how holy and righteous and blameless was our conduct toward you 
believers. For you know how, like a father with his children, we exhorted each one of you 
and encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner worthy of God, who calls you 
into his own kingdom and glory.  
 
What is God revealing to you specifically about ministering with affection? 
 
Why is this important in your pursuit of Christ’s Community? 
  
What heart-posture or mindset limits you from expressing affection for others? 
  
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 

Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 24 – Pursuing Christ’s Community requires glorifying God. 
 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about glorifying God. 
 
1 Peter 4: 7-11 (ESV) 
The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the 
sake of your prayers. Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a 
multitude of sins. Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. As each has 
received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied 
grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who 
serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 
What is God revealing to you? 
 
Why is this important in your pursuit of Christ’s Community? 
  
What heart posture or mindset must be adjusted to bring God glory in this way? 
  
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 

Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 25 – Pursuing Christ’s Community requires  
intentional relationships. 

 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about prioritizing time with other believers.  
 
Hebrews 10:22-25 (ESV) 
Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled 
clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  Let us hold fast 
the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let us 
consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you 
see the Day drawing near. 
 
What is God revealing to you? 
 
Why is our confession of faith essential for pursuing Christ’s community? 
 
What behavior, mindset or heart posture hinders you from prioritizing assembling with 
believers?   
 
How does stirring up believers foster a spiritually renewing culture?  
 

Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 26 – Pursuing Christ’s Community requires living  
to please the Lord. 

 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about living to please the Lord. 
 
Colossians 1:9-14 (ESV) 
And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may 
be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to 
walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good 
work and increasing in the knowledge of God; being strengthened with all power, 
according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy; giving thanks to 
the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. He has 
delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his 
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 
What is God revealing to you? 
 
Why are knowledge, wisdom, and understanding components of spiritual renewal? 
 
As you evaluate your lifestyle, are you living to please the Lord? Why or why not? 
 
How does deliverance from darkness catalyze “bearing fruit in every good work?” 

 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 27 – Pursuing Christ’s Commission  
 
One of the great joys for a believer is seeing someone profess 
faith in Jesus Christ and be baptized.  There is thunderous 
applause when one is raised from the water to walk in newness 
of life. When a soul is rescued from the dominion of darkness and given everlasting life it 
is exciting, because the gospel message is a motivating force. As we pursue Christ’s 
Commission to make disciples of all nations, we have purpose, and we belong to a noble 
cause that is greater than us. This calling renews us. 
 
Over the next 13 days, the focus of our Bible mediation and prayer will be on living 
dependent on the Holy Spirit in our compelling mission. It begins by knowing and relishing 

the heart of God who lavishes His love on us. The gospel daily renews our hope for 
eternal life and its abundant grace fosters gratitude. The hope and grace of the gospel 
compel us to worship in spirit and truth, for the wrath of God has been satisfied and sin 
has been defeated. 
 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. He will 
not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. He does not deal with us according 
to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are 
above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the 
east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. As a father 
shows compassion to his children, so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him. 
(Psalm 103:8-13 ESV) 

 
As you read the following parables, contemplate the heart of God for lost souls. Ponder 
the response of heaven when a sinner repents. Reflect on your heart posture and 
mindset toward this good news. 
 
The Parable of the Lost Sheep 
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. And the Pharisees 
and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” 
So he told them this parable: “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost 
one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that 
is lost, until he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, 
rejoicing. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, 
saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell 
you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine righteous persons who need no repentance. (Luke 15:1-7 ESV) 
 
The Parable of the Lost Coin 
“Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and 
sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? And when she has found it, she 
calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the 
coin that I had lost.’ 1Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one 
sinner who repents.” (Luke 15:8-10 ESV) 



32 

 

The Parable of the Prodigal Son 
And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. And the younger of them said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his 
property between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and 
took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless 
living. And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he 
began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to[b] one of the citizens of that 
country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. And he was longing to be fed with the 
pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.“But when he came to himself, he 
said, ‘How many of my father's hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish 
here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat 
me as one of your hired servants.”’ And he arose and came to his father. But while he 
was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced 
him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’[c] But the father said to his 
servants,[d] ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, 
and shoes on his feet. And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and 
celebrate. For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And 
they began to celebrate. Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew 
near to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants and 
asked what these things meant. And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your 
father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and 
sound.’ But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated 
him, but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never 
disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate 
with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with 
prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always 
with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your 
brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’” (Luke 15:11-32 ESV) 
 
As you meditate on these passages, what captures your attention?  
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 

Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 
Lord, I pray for ________ to know and love you. Open the door of their heart to the gospel. 
Use me as a witness to your grace. Bring conviction of sin and draw them to yourself. 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord.  
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2015&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25595b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2015&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25601c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2015&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25602d
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Day 28 – Pursuing Christ’s Commission requires making disciples. 
 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about making disciples.  
 
Matthew 28:18-20 (ESV) 
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
What is God revealing to you about Christ’s authority and His presence with you? 

 
How does making disciples cultivate a spiritually renewing culture? 
 
Who has God placed in your path for you to be a gospel witness? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 

Lord, I pray for ________ to know and love you. Open the door of their heart to the gospel. 
Use me as a witness to your grace. Bring conviction of sin and draw them to yourself. 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 29 – Pursuing Christ’s Commission requires urgency. 
 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about the urgency of proclaiming the gospel. 
 
2 Peter 3:8-10 (ESV) 
But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as 
some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but 
that all should reach repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then 
the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and 
dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.  
 
What is God revealing to you? 
 
How does this passage inform your pursuit of His Commission? 
  
What step of obedience is needed for you to pursue Christ’s Commission with urgency? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 

Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 
Lord, I pray for ________ to know and love you. Open the door of their heart to the gospel. 
Use me as a witness to your grace. Bring conviction of sin and draw them to yourself. 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 30 – Pursuing Christ’s Commission requires seeking the lost. 
 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about those who need Jesus and our responsibility to seek them out. 
 
Luke 19:1-10 (ESV) 
[Jesus] entered Jericho and was passing through. And behold, there was a man named 
Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. And he was seeking to see who 
Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was small in stature. 
So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to 
pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, 
“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” So he hurried 
and came down and received him joyfully. And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He 
has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” And Zacchaeus stood and said to 
the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded 
anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has 
come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek 
and to save the lost.”  
 
What is God revealing to you? 
 
How does this passage inform your pursuit of His Commission? 
  
What step of obedience is necessary to seek someone God has placed on your heart?  

 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 
Lord, I pray for ________ to know and love you. Open the door of their heart to the gospel. 
Use me as a witness to your grace. Bring conviction of sin and draw them to yourself. 
 

Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 31 – Pursuing Christ’s Commission requires proclaiming  
His excellencies. 

 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about proclaiming the excellencies of Christ. 
 
1 Peter 2:9-12 (ESV) 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. Beloved, I urge you as 
sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against 
your soul. Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak 
against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of 
visitation.  
 
What is God revealing to you? 
 
Why is this important in your pursuit of His Commission? 
  
What fleshly conduct must be confessed for you to live as a gospel witness? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 

 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 
Lord, I pray for ________ to know and love you. Open the door of their heart to the gospel. 
Use me as a witness to your grace. Bring conviction of sin and draw them to yourself. 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



37 

 

Day 32 – Pursuing Christ’s Commission requires telling your story. 
 
On Day 12, you meditated on the first half of this passage.  It has been expanded to give 
the scope of David’s God story and his desire to share it. As you meditate on the selected 
passages, contemplate the words and phrases that speak to you about telling your story 
of God’s grace. 
 
Psalm 40:1-10 (ESV) 
I waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined to me and heard my cry. He drew me up from 
the pit of destruction, out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps 
secure. He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. Many will see and 
fear, and put their trust in the Lord. Blessed is the man who makes the Lord his trust, 
who does not turn to the proud, to those who go astray after a lie! You have multiplied, O 
LORD my God, your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us; none can compare 
with you! I will proclaim and tell of them, yet they are more than can be told. In sacrifice 
and offering you have not delighted, but you have given me an open ear. Burnt offering 
and sin offering you have not required. Then I said, “Behold, I have come; in the scroll of 
the book it is written of me: I delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within my 
heart.” I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation; behold, I have 
not restrained my lips, as you know, O LORD. I have not hidden your deliverance within 
my heart; I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; I have not concealed your 
steadfast love and your faithfulness from the congregation. 
 
What is God revealing to you? 

 
Why is David’s personal testimony compelling?  
 
What is compelling about your story?  
 
What heart-posture or mindset is restraining, hiding, and/or concealing your story?  
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 

Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 
Lord, I pray for ________ to know and love you. Open the door of their heart to the gospel. 
Use me as a witness to your grace. Bring conviction of sin and draw them to yourself. 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 33 – Pursuing Christ’s Commission requires boldness.  
 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about boldness to proclaim the gospel. 
 
Acts 4:23-31 (ESV) 
When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests 
and the elders had said to them. And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together 
to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and 
everything in them, who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the 
Holy Spirit, “‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples plot in vain?  The kings of the 
earth set themselves, and the rulers were gathered together, against the Lord and 
against his Anointed” – for truly in this city there were gathered together against your 
holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the 
Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever your hand and your plan had 
predestined to take place. And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your 
servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness, while you stretch out your 
hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy 
servant Jesus.” And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered 
together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak 
the word of God with boldness.  
 
What is God revealing to you specifically about boldness to proclaim the gospel? 
 

Why is this important in your pursuit of His Commission? 
 
What opposition to sharing the gospel are you experiencing? 
  
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 

Lord, I pray for ________ to know and love you. Open the door of their heart to the gospel. 
Use me as a witness to your grace. Bring conviction of sin and draw them to yourself. 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 34 – Pursuing Christ’s Commission requires praying earnestly.  
 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about praying earnestly for laborers in God’s harvest fields. 
 
Luke 10:1-3 (ESV) 
After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of him, two by 
two, into every town and place where he himself was about to go. And he said to them, 
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of 
the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. Go your way; behold, I am sending you 
out as lambs in the midst of wolves.  
 

What is God revealing to you? 
 
How does earnest prayer impact your pursuit of His Commission? 
  
How does earnest prayer deepen our dependency on the Holy Spirit and cultivate a 
spiritually renewing culture? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 

Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 
Lord, I pray for ________ to know and love you. Open the door of their heart to the gospel. 
Use me as a witness to your grace. Bring conviction of sin and draw them to yourself. 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 35 – Pursuing Christ’s Commission requires elevating  
God’s priorities.  

 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about how elevating God’s priorities relates to fulfilling Christ’s Commission. 
 
Haggai 1:1-11 (ESV) 
In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, on the first day of the month, 
the word of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest: “Thus 
says the LORD of hosts: These people say the time has not yet come to rebuild the house 
of the LORD.” Then the word of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai the prophet, “Is it 
a time for your yourselves to dwell in paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins? Now, 
therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts: Consider your ways. You have sown much, and 
harvested little. You eat, but you never have enough; you drink, but you never have your 
fill. You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm. And he who earns wages does so to put 
them into a bag with holes. 
“Thus says the LORD of hosts: Consider your ways. Go up to the hills and bring wood and 
build the house, that I may take pleasure in it and that I may be glorified, says the LORD. 
You looked for much, and behold, it came to little. And when you brought it home, I blew 
it away. Why? declares the LORD of hosts. Because of my house that lies in ruins, while 
each of you busies himself with his own house. Therefore the heavens above you have 
withheld the dew, and the earth has withheld its produce. And I have called for a drought 
on the land and the hills, on the grain, the new wine, the oil, on what the ground brings 
forth, on man and beast, and on all their labors.”  
 
What is the heart of God for His priorities?  
 
What is God revealing to you specifically about elevating God’s priorities in your life? 
 
How does elevating God’s priorities cultivate a culture of spiritual renewal? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 
Lord, I pray for ________ to know and love you. Open the door of their heart to the gospel. 
Use me as a witness to your grace. Bring conviction of sin and draw them to yourself. 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. 
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Day 36 – Pursuing Christ’s Commission requires  
making an appeal.  

 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about appealing to others to seek reconciliation with God. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:14-21 (ESV) 
For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for 
all, therefore all have died; and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for 
themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. From now on, 
therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded 
Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. All 
this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting 
their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through 
us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him 
to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 
What is God revealing to you?  
 
What is the good news of this passage? 

 
How does living as an ambassador of Christ cultivate a culture of spiritual renewal? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 
Lord, I pray for ________ to know and love you. Open the door of their heart to the gospel. 
Use me as a witness to your grace. Bring conviction of sin and draw them to yourself. 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 37 – Pursuing Christ’s Commission requires sharing  
good news.  

 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about the beauty of sharing good news. 
 
Romans 10:9-15 (ESV) 
Because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is 
justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture 
says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” For there is no distinction 
between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who 
call on him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How then will 
they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of 
whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone 
preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How 
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 

 
What is God revealing to you?  
 
What is the good news of this passage? 
 
How does sharing good news cultivate a spiritually renewing culture? 

 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 
Lord, I pray for ________ to know and love you. Open the door of their heart to the gospel. 
Use me as a witness to your grace. Bring conviction of sin and draw them to yourself. 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 38 – Pursuing Christ’s Commission is for the glory of God.  
 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about the glory of God in our pursuit of His Commission. 
 
Revelation 7:9-12 (ESV) 
After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with 
a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And 
all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living 
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, 
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might 
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
  
What is God revealing to you? 
 
How is worship the aim of pursuing Christ’s commission? 
 
How does this passage impact your heart posture or mindset? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 

Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 
Lord, I pray for ________ to know and love you. Open the door of their heart to the gospel. 
Use me as a witness to your grace. Bring conviction of sin and draw them to yourself. 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 39 – Pursuing Christ’s Commission is being the  
aroma of Christ. 

 
As you meditate on the selected passage, contemplate the words and phrases that 
speak to you about being the aroma of Christ. 
 
2 Corinthians 2:14-17 (ESV) 
But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through 
us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. For we are the aroma of 
Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing, to 
one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is 
sufficient for these things? For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God's word, but as 
men of sincerity, as commissioned by God, in the sight of God we speak in Christ. 
 
What is God revealing to you? 
 
In what way is your heart posture and mindset an aroma of Christ? 
 
In what way is your heart posture and mindset not an aroma of Christ? 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 

Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ (my church family member) who… 
Lord, I pray for ________ to know and love you. Open the door of their heart to the gospel. 
Use me as a witness to your grace. Bring conviction of sin and draw them to yourself. 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
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Day 40: A case study for a spiritually  
            renewing culture 
 
The book of 1 Thessalonians is a tremendous example of a 
spiritually renewing culture. The life of this church was marked 
by their work of faith, their labor of love, and their steadfast hope. When the gospel 
came to them, the Holy Spirit brought deep conviction, and the power of God to save 
souls was evident.  In submitting to Christ and modeling the example of the Lord, they 
became a life-giving community. They also became a compelling testimony of the grace of 
God. This was reflected in their lives, relationships, and conduct. It shaped their passions 
and priorities. The joy of the Lord rang out from them and the fruit of this spiritually 
renewing culture had a far-reaching impact.  
 
We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our 
prayers, remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love 
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers loved by 
God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also 
in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we 
proved to be among you for your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, 
for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you 
became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For not only has the 
word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God 
has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything.                                        
(1 Thessalonians. 1:2-8 ESV) 
 
Do you see the essential elements of this spiritually renewing culture? This is true for us 
today. The power of the Gospel is alive! We have incredible hope. The joy of the Lord is 
our strength. It sustains us and refreshes us. As we imitate Christ, the culture of our 
church is shaped by our convictions and our commitment to Him. This is reflected in the 
grace we extend, the love we show, the honor we give, the compassion we share, the 
disciples we make, and the example we set.  
 
First, let us pursue Christ. Let us delight ourselves in Him. Let us exchange the futile 
ways of the world and desire His presence. Let us look heavenward with an eternal 
perspective. Everything we need, Jesus is! 
 
For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and 
how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his 
Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath 
to come. (1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 ESV) 
 
Next, let us pursue Christ’s Community. Let us devote ourselves to one another. Let us 
be known by our love. Let us demonstrate care and concern and be a life-giving 
community. Let us model the grace of God. 
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But we were gentle[c] among you, like a nursing mother taking care of her own 
children. So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not 
only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you had become very dear to us. 
For you remember, brothers, our labor and toil: we worked night and day, that we might 
not be a burden to any of you, while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. You are 
witnesses, and God also, how holy and righteous and blameless was our conduct toward 
you believers. For you know how, like a father with his children, we exhorted each one of 
you and encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner worthy of God, who calls 
you into his own kingdom and glory. (1 Thess. 2:7-12 ESV) 
 
A spiritually renewing culture is shaped by how we disciple one another. It’s the mindset 
we establish, the vulnerability we exhibit, the humility we model. Disciples exhort and 
encourage one another to live a life worthy of God for the glory of God. We submit to the 

authority of God’s Word and submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. Our 
prayers bind us to the heart of God and to one another.   
 
Finally, let us pursue Christ’s Commission. As we are dependent on the Holy Spirit, our 
lives will be refreshed as the gospel is proclaimed. As souls respond with repentance and 
faith, we will rejoice with the angels in heaven. We have a compelling mission, and we 
have the extraordinary opportunity to share the love, joy, hope, and peace found in Christ. 
Demonstrate it with your words and deeds. Share your testimony of how you turned from 
idols (your sin and self) and embraced the true and living God. A church united in spirit 
and purpose magnifies the name of Jesus and seeks to make Him famous. 
 
For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, 
but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. (1 
Thess. 1:8 ESV) 
 
Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit with worship-based prayer. 
 
Lord, I praise you because… 
Lord, forgive me for… 
Lord, I desire to… 
Lord, I pray for my church to… 
Lord, I pray for ______ in my church family who… 

Lord, I pray for ________ to know and love you. Open the door of their heart to the gospel. 
Use me as a witness to your grace. Bring conviction of sin and draw them to yourself. 
 
Journal what is on your heart as a prayer to the Lord. Be open and honest. Express your 
hurt, frustration, doubt, concerns, and needs. Turn these over to the Lord. Remember 
who you are in Christ. Repent of the sinful heart postures, mindsets, or behaviors that 
quench the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with a grateful heart. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians%202&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29561c
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And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was 
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of God with boldness. Acts 4:31 
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40 Days of Prayer for Spiritual Renewal 
Week 1: Small Group Experience 

Pursue Christ 
  
Engage as a Spiritual Community (20-25 minutes) 
Allow group members to choose a question and share.   

• What has been your biggest blessing this week? 

• What has been the most challenging this week? 

• What are you thankful for this week? 

• What is the greatest need in your life right now? 

• What has been your most meaningful prayer experience this week? 

• How have you seen God at work this week?  

• What is one response you are willing to share from your Journal this week? 
 
OPEN IN PRAYER – Adoration, Thanksgiving, Confession & Needs revealed 
 
Edify & Equip as a Spiritual Community (20-25 minutes) 
Open your prayer guides & Bibles.  

Day 1 – Psalm 103:1-5, Psalm 19-7-11,  
Psalm 51:7-12, Philippians 4:4-8 

Day 2 – 1 Peter 1:13-21 
Day 3 – Luke 9:23-26 
Day 4 – John 10:1-5  

Day 5 – Romans 12:1-2 
Day 6 – Psalm 1:1-6 
Day 7 – Philippians 3:7-14 

 
Pick a day. What is one WORD or phrase that summarizes that passage? Why? 

• What did God reveal to you about PURSING CHRIST this week? 

• What did you learn about spiritual renewal this week? 

• Which passage gave you encouragement, inspiration, or conviction? 

• How do these passages define a proper mindset and/or heart-posture? 

• What steps of obedience and/or faith is God asking from you? 
 

Embrace through prayer as a Spiritual Community (20-25 minutes) 
Ask each person to open their Bibles to one of the passages.  Take turns praying over 
portions of their passage in a reflective way. Allow the Holy Spirit to prompt you over the 
meaning of words and the implications of phrases. Personalize these words and phrases. 
Consider heart posture and mindset. Turn a negative phrase into a positive or vice versa. 
Ask God for these things to be true in your life and the life of the church. 
 
Father, you are my... Father, I thank you for…      Father, we confess…  
Father, renew in me… Father, change in me...   Father, we believe… 
Father, help us to… Father, lead our church…     Father, we seek you…   
Father, reveal to us… Father, be mighty to save… Father, unleash your… 



49 

 

40 Days of Prayer for Spiritual Renewal 
Week 2: Small Group Experience 

Pursue Christ 
 
Engage as a Spiritual Community (20-25 minutes) 
Allow group members to choose a question and share.   

• What has been your biggest blessing this week? 

• What has been the most challenging this week? 

• What are you thankful for this week? 

• What is the greatest need in your life right now? 

• What has been your most meaningful prayer guide experience this week? 

• How have you seen God at work this week? (You, family, church, etc.) 

• What is one response you are willing to share from your Journal this week? 
 
OPEN IN PRAYER – Adoration, Thanksgiving, Confession & Needs revealed 
 
Edify & Equip as a Spiritual Community (20-25 minutes) 
Open your prayer guides & Bibles.  

Day 8 – Psalm 63:1-8 
Day 9 – 2 Peter 1:3-11 
Day 10 – Colossians 3:1-10 
Day 11 – Ephesians 3:14-21 
Day 12 – Psalm 40:1-8 

Day 13 – Psalm 100:1-5 
 
Pick a day. What is one WORD or phrase that summarizes that passage? Why? 

• What did God reveal to you about PURSING CHRIST this week? 

• What did you learn about spiritual renewal this week? 

• Which passage gave you encouragement, inspiration, or conviction? 

• How do these passages define a proper mindset and/or heart-posture? 

• What steps of obedience and/or faith is God asking from you? 
 
Embrace through prayer as a Spiritual Community (20-25 minutes) 
Ask each person to open their Bibles to one of the passages.  Take turns praying over 

portions of their passage in a reflective way. Allow the Holy Spirit to prompt you over the 
meaning of words and the implications of phrases. Personalize these words and phrases. 
Consider heart posture and mindset. Turn a negative phrase into a positive or vice versa. 
Ask God for these things to be true in your life and the life of the church. 
 
Father, you are my... Father, I thank you for…      Father, we confess…  
Father, renew in me… Father, change in me...   Father, we believe… 
Father, help us to… Father, lead our church…     Father, we seek you…   
Father, reveal to us… Father, be mighty to save… Father, unleash your… 
Father, forgive me for… Father, you are worthy…  Father, we love… 
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40 Days of Prayer for Spiritual Renewal 
Week 3: Small Group Experience 

Pursue Christ’s Community 
 
Engage as a Spiritual Community (20-25 minutes) 
Allow group members to choose a question and share.   

• What has been your biggest blessing this week? 

• What has been the most challenging this week? 

• What are you thankful for this week? 

• What is the greatest need in your life right now? 

• What has been your most meaningful prayer guide experience this week? 

• How have you seen God at work this week? (You, family, church, etc.) 

• What is one response you are willing to share from your Journal this week? 
 
OPEN IN PRAYER – Adoration, Thanksgiving, Confession & Needs revealed 
 
Edify & Equip as a Spiritual Community (20-25 minutes) 
Open your prayer guides & Bibles.  

Day 14 – Matthew 4:23-24; 5:23-24; 7:3-5; 18:15-17; Colossians 3:12-17  
Day 15 – Acts 2:42-47 
Day 16 – Philippians 2:1-11 
Day 17 – John 17:17-23 
Day 18 – Ephesians 4:1-6 

Day 19 – 1 Peter 2:1-5 
Day 20 – Romans 12:3-8 

 
Pick a day. What is one WORD or phrase that summarizes that passage? Why? 

• What did God reveal to you about PURSING CHRIST’s Community this week? 

• How does the relationships in the Body of Christ lead to spiritual renewal? 

• Which passage gave you encouragement, inspiration, or conviction? 

• What change is needed in you to live with loyal love with your church family? 

• What steps of obedience and/or faith is God asking from you? 
 
Embrace through prayer as a Spiritual Community (20-25 minutes) 

Ask each person to open their Bibles to one of the passages.  Take turns praying over 
portions of their passage in a reflective way. Allow the Holy Spirit to prompt you over the 
meaning of words and the implications of phrases. Personalize these words and phrases. 
Consider heart posture and mindset. Turn a negative phrase into a positive or vice versa. 
Ask God for these things to be true in your life and the life of the church. 
 
Father, you are my... Father, I thank you for…      Father, we confess…  
Father, renew in me… Father, change in me...   Father, we believe… 
Father, help us to… Father, lead our church…     Father, we seek you…   
Father, reveal to us… Father, be mighty to save… Father, unleash your… 
Father, forgive me for… Father, you are worthy…  Father, we love… 
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40 Days of Prayer for Spiritual Renewal 
Week 4: Small Group Experience 

Pursue Christ’s Community 
 
Engage as a Spiritual Community (20-25 minutes) 
Allow group members to choose a question and share.   

• What has been your biggest blessing this week? 

• What has been the most challenging this week? 

• What are you thankful for this week? 

• What is the greatest need in your life right now? 

• What has been your most meaningful prayer guide experience this week? 

• How have you seen God at work this week? (You, family, church, etc.) 

• What is one response you are willing to share from your Journal this week? 
 
OPEN IN PRAYER – Adoration, Thanksgiving, Confession & Needs revealed 
 
Edify & Equip as a Spiritual Community (20-25 minutes) 
Open your prayer guides & Bibles.  

Day 21 – Ephesians 4:7-16  
Day 22 – Proverbs 27:17 
Day 23 – 1 Thessalonians 2:7-12 
Day 24 – 1 Peter 4:7-11 
Day 25 – Hebrews 10:22-25 

Day 26 – Colossians 1:9-14 
 
What did God reveal to you about PURSING CHRIST’s Community week? 

• How do each of these impact the Body of Christ?   
“sharpen, equip, mother, father, serve, strengthen, spur” 

• How is the glory of God revealed in our relationships in our church family? 

• Which passage gave you encouragement, inspiration, or conviction? 

• How have you experienced spiritual community with our group? Testify! 

• How can “we” better love and serve “one another” in practical ways? 
 
Embrace through prayer as a Spiritual Community (20-25 minutes) 

Ask each person to open their Bibles to one of the passages.  Take turns praying over 
portions of their passage in a reflective way. Allow the Holy Spirit to prompt you over the 
meaning of words and the implications of phrases. Personalize these words and phrases. 
Consider heart posture and mindset. Turn a negative phrase into a positive or vice versa. 
Ask God for these things to be true in your life and the life of the church. 
 
Father, you are my... Father, I thank you for…      Father, we confess…  
Father, renew in me… Father, change in me...   Father, we believe… 
Father, help us to… Father, lead our church…     Father, we seek you…   
Father, reveal to us… Father, be mighty to save… Father, unleash your… 
Father, forgive me for… Father, you are worthy…  Father, we love… 
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40 Days of Prayer for Spiritual Renewal 
Week 5: Small Group Experience 

Pursue Christ’s Commission 
 
Engage as a Spiritual Community (20-25 minutes) 
Allow group members to choose a question and share.   

• What has been your biggest blessing this week? 

• What has been the most challenging this week? 

• What are you thankful for this week? 

• What is the greatest need in your life right now? 

• What has been your most meaningful prayer guide experience this week? 

• How have you seen God at work this week? (You, family, church, etc.) 

• What is one response you are willing to share from your Journal this week? 
 
OPEN IN PRAYER – Adoration, Thanksgiving, Confession & Needs revealed 
 
Edify & Equip as a Spiritual Community (20-25 minutes) 
Open your prayer guides & Bibles.  
Day 27 – Psalm 103:8-13; Luke 15:1-7; 8-10; 11-32 
Day 28 – Matthew 28:18-20 
Day 29 – 2 Peter 3:8-10 
Day 30 – Luke 19:1-10 
Day 31 – 1 Peter 2:9-12  

Day 32 – Psalm 40:1-10 
Day 33 – Acts 4:23-31  
 

• What does Psalm 40 reveal about PURSING CHRIST’s Commission? 

• What is the heart of God from the passages in Luke? Share details. 

• How have you experienced Psalm 103? Share testimonies. 

• Who can share the 3 Circles with the group? 

• Who has God given you a burden to pray for and engage with the Gospel? 

• What steps of obedience and/or faith is God asking from you? 
 
Embrace through prayer as a Spiritual Community (20-25 minutes) 

Ask each person to open their Bibles to one of the passages.  Take turns praying over 
portions of their passage in a reflective way. Allow the Holy Spirit to prompt you over the 
meaning of words and the implications of phrases. Personalize these words and phrases. 
Consider heart posture and mindset. Turn a negative phrase into a positive or vice versa. 
Ask God for these things to be true in your life and the life of the church. 
 
Father, you are my... Father, I thank you for…      Father, we confess…  
Father, renew in me… Father, change in me...   Father, we believe… 
Father, help us to… Father, lead our church…     Father, we seek you…   
Father, reveal to us… Father, be mighty to save… Father, unleash your… 
Father, forgive me for… Father, you are worthy…  Father, we love… 
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40 Days of Prayer for Spiritual Renewal 
Week 6: Small Group Experience 

Pursue Christ’s Commission 
 
Engage as a Spiritual Community (20-25 minutes) 
Allow group members to choose a question and share.   

• What has been your biggest blessing this week? 

• What has been the most challenging this week? 

• What are you thankful for this week? 

• What is the greatest need in your life right now? 

• What has been your most meaningful prayer guide experience this week? 

• How have you seen God at work this week? (You, family, church, etc.) 

• What is one response you are willing to share from your Journal this week? 
 
OPEN IN PRAYER – Adoration, Thanksgiving, Confession & Needs revealed 
 
Edify & Equip as a Spiritual Community (20-25 minutes) 
Open your prayer guides & Bibles.  

Day 34 – Luke 10:1-3 
Day 35 – Haggai 1:1-11 
Day 36 – 2 Corinthians 5:14-21 
Day 37 – Romans 10:9-15 
Day 38 – Revelation 7:9-12 

Day 39 – 2 Corinthians 2:14-17 
Day 40 – 1 Thessalonians 1-2 

 
What do these passages reveal about PURSING CHRIST’s Commission? 

• What is the significance of being an ambassador? 

• How did the Thessalonians turn their town upside down? 

• Dream. What can God do with a church fully submitted to Him? 

• What change is needed in you to be who God called you to be? 

• Pair up. Practice sharing the 3 circles. 
 
Embrace through prayer as a Spiritual Community (20-25 minutes) 

Ask each person to open their Bibles to one of the passages.  Take turns praying over 
portions of their passage in a reflective way. Allow the Holy Spirit to prompt you over the 
meaning of words and the implications of phrases. Personalize these words and phrases. 
Consider heart posture and mindset. Turn a negative phrase into a positive or vice versa. 
Ask God for these things to be true in your life and the life of the church. 
 
Father, you are my... Father, I thank you for…      Father, we confess…  
Father, renew in me… Father, change in me...   Father, we believe… 
Father, help us to… Father, lead our church…     Father, we seek you…   
Father, reveal to us… Father, be mighty to save… Father, unleash your… 
Father, forgive me for… Father, you are worthy…  Father, we love… 
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Battle Buddy 
Choose a prayer partner.  
Call one another 3 times a week to pray for 10 minutes.  
Or commit to meeting at least 30 minutes for prayer once a week.  
  
16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one 
another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has 
great power as it is working.  James 5:16 
 
REFLECT (Share from 40-day guide responses) 
What is the Lord revealing to you? 
What has been an encouragement, challenge, or conviction?  
How can I pray for you personally? 
 
RESPOND (Use Scripture and/or prompts to seek the Lord) 
Father, you are my...          Father, I thank you for…       
Father, we confess…   Father, renew in me…       
Father, change in me...      Father, you have promised… 
Father, help us to…           Father, lead our church…     
Father, we seek you for…  Father, be mighty to save… 
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