Renewing God’s Pre-Eminence
Revelation 1:5-8

Jesus is the ALPHA AND THE OMEGA
Revelation 1:5-8
· This experience was completely convincing that every ruler, power, or weapon on earth was insignificant compared to Jesus.
· There is no king, earthly ruler, celebrity, or person of wealth who can begin to be compare to the glory and majesty of Jesus.
· When the exalted Christ is present nothing else matters. No other opinion or preference is of worth.
· When a church loses sight of the risen Jesus people begin to behave as if the church belongs to them, rather than to Jesus. They seek the limelight rather than pointing other to Jesus.
· Only a clear view of the glorified Christ can save churches from the evil forces at work in the church and from outside the church.

Jesus Gave a Word To Leaders
· Jesus spoke of the angels, or pastors of the seven churches in Asia.
· The Lord knew pastors needed a clear understanding of who held them in His hand.
· Pastoring is not an easy assignment, a clear view of Jesus being in charge is vital.
· The size of a church is not the focus, we must watch to see where God is at work in our church.
· When funds run low or if they should run out before our bills do, we must not be anxious or worried. 
· Our Provider is on His way with His provisions!!!
· The key to our success as a church is keeping Jesus at the center of everything we do, “He must increase, we must decrease.” (John 3:30)


3 AREAS JESUS MUST HAVE PRE-EMINENCE IN OUR CHURCH
1. God’s Glory
God declared, “I am Yahweh, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another.” (Isaiah 42:8)
· Peter told the church to behave in a manner that glorifies Jesus.
“whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” (1 Peter 4:11).
· Neither your will nor my will guides the church: The will of God guides the church.
· Our greatest achievement for success as a church is to glorify God.
· Godly Spirit-led pastors are fired from churches because a handful of influential members fear they are “losing control” of the church. The land is littered with churches that have been destroyed because people threaten the church like it belongs to them rather to God.
· Change often upsets members: Unchristlike attitudes can be exposed. They withhold their tithe or they threaten to leave the church. 
· While the church suffers and declines members stubbornly cling to what they want. Everything they do is based on what they like, rather than what glorifies the Lord.
Here is how one man describes the scene at 
Misery Baptist Church:
These domineering members appear unconcerned that their church has no baptisms for months on end or even years, or that their teenagers and adult children have stopped attending. They rarely reflect on the fact that few people visit their church and fewer return. What really matters to these folks is that when they go to church it is just like it has always been. These people enjoy a church where they sing the songs they like, visit with their friends, and heart sermons that affirm their attitudes. Such a place makes a nice country club, but it is the kind of church that Christ spews from His mouth. (Revelation 3:16)  
God does not share His glory with another!

2. Christ’s Lordship
· Second area Jesus must have pre-eminence in the church and in our lives is through His Lordship.
· Jesus EXPECTS total surrender to His will.
· We take Christ’s Lordship seriously. Our role is not to consult with Jesus about whether or not we thought we should do something. Our sole responsibility was to obey. Jesus said, “If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.” John 12:26
· John 13:13-17
· We must pray that His will would be done in our midst as fervently and perfectly as it was done in heaven.

3. Christ’s Character
Christ’s pre-eminence must be manifested by the manner in which the congregation reflects His character.
· DOING what Jesus wants us to do isn’t enough. We also must BE what Jesus commands us to be. Our church MUST reflect the nature and character of God in all that we do and with all the people we encounter.

We surrender our control, our vision, our preferences, our comfort, and our opinions to Him and allow Jesus to function as our Head.



