Flicker to Flame
John 12:1-8

The Setting:
· The beginning of the 7-day Feast of the Passover.
· Jerusalem swelled to 100,000 people coming to celebrate.
John 12 records the 2nd major crisis in the ministry of our Lord as seen by John the apostle. 
1. The first occurred when many of His disciples would no longer walk with Him (6:66), though He is “the way” (14:6).
2. In this chapter, John tells us that many would not believe in Him (John 12:37ff), even though He is “the truth.”
John has spent 11 chapters presenting one witness after another, and one proof after another, to convince us that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
· All of this evidence was seen firsthand by the leaders of the nation, and yet they rejected His claims. 
· Having been rejected by “His own” nation.
· Jesus now retires with “His own” disciples (John 13:1) whom He loved to the uttermost.

John12:1 “Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead.” 
· Here in verse 1: Each phrase explains the preceding.
· It was a gracious occasion: Perhaps Simon gave the feast partly in honor of Lazarus as well as of Jesus since everyone was now talking of both (John 12:9).
· The guests were Jesus, the twelve apostles, and Martha, Mary, and Lazarus.
· Bethany was a place of danger now after that great miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead and the consequent rage of the Sanhedrin (vv.9–11).
· Certainly, the rage intensified when the crowd of eager spectators in verse 9 came to see both Lazarus and Jesus.
· Chief Priest of the temple and the scribes planned to capture and kill Jesus.
· The situation is hostile, this is Jesus’ last visit to Bethany.
Jesus knew the Jewish Leaders were out to arrest and kill him (11:53,57), but still returns to Bethany, just 2 miles from the very citadel of his enemies. Why? 
· To spend a quiet time with his dearest friends Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. 
· Lazarus witnesses.
· Martha serves.
· Mary worships.
This is not the same anointing of Jesus that took place in Galilee by a former harlot who poured out an alabaster. Mary of Bethany is a virtuous woman anointing Jesus at Simon the Lepers house in Judea (Mk 14:3).
1. Mary anointed both His head and His feet. It was an act of pure love on her part, for she knew her Lord was about to endure suffering and death (Mark 14:3). 
2. Mary sat at the feet of Jesus listening to Him speak, she knew what He was going to do. 
3. It is significant that Mary of Bethany was not one of the women who went to the tomb to anoint the body of Jesus (Mark 16:1).

AN UNDENIABLE DEVOTION
· Spiritual growth is a combination of God’s initiative and our response. 
· We can choose to ignore ignore God. We can banish God to the edges of our busy lives, to the borders of consciousness. We will remain spiritually shallow.
· Or we can respond to God’s inner workings and be drawn to him. We will sense a pull and call inviting us deeper. As the psalmist wrote, “Deep calls to deep in the roar of your waterfalls” (Ps 42:7). 
· As we sense this holy pull, it is up to us to follow.
· Mary’s gift of worship was of great worth: A year's income of a common worker.
· The idea of Jesus is that Mary had saved this money to use in preparing his body for burial. (A.T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament (Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1933), Jn 12:7.)
· I believe: Mary perceived with her woman’s sensitive intuition what the apostles failed to understand though repeatedly and plainly told by Jesus.
· Mary was showing her devotion to the Living not the dead.
·  She was “giving the roses” while He was yet alive and not bringing them to the funeral!
· Mary’s devotion was costly: $$ - bullied - criticized.
· Mary came to the feet of Jesus she took the place of a servant.
· Mary let down her hair, she humbled herself and laid her glory at the feet of her LORD.

Her act of love and worship was public, spontaneous, sacrificial, lavish, personal, and unembarrassed. Jesus called it “a good work” (Matt. 26:10; Mark 14:6).
· I rarely give an invitation because no one seems to want to do a GOOD WORK.
· Jesus, both commended her and defended her.


UNDENIABLE DETRACTORS
She was misunderstood and criticized, but that can happen when someone gives their best in devotion and worship to the Lord.
· Critics can sound so spiritual:
· Judas, the only disciple who is not a Galilean, started the criticism then the other disciples took up the criticism. 
· The disciples did not know that Judas was a devil (John 12:4), and they admired him for his concern for the poor. 
· After all, he was the treasurer, and the Passover season. Who wouldn’t want to share with those less fortunate. 
· Until the very end, the disciples believed that Judas was a devoted follower of the Lord.

Flickers to Flames
1. Jesus is the focus of worship.
2. You alone are responsible for your personal worship.
3. You worship alone before the Lord Jesus.
4. Your public worship maybe criticized.
5. 40-Days of Personal Spiritual Renewal was a request and challenge from your pastor.
a. The devotional challenge was yours to do and follow through.
b. You must own your walk with God.
c. Your love and devotion are like a ROSE, when it stops growing it starts dying.
6. To participate in the Renewal Workshop next weekend you must have completed 40-Days of personal Spiritual Renewal.
a. Step One: 40-Days.
b. Step Two: The Workshop.
i. Must come to the workshop with the Healthy Identities worksheet completed.
ii. 
